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It seemed at first that these also were to be denied
him, but on Ryan pointing out that they had not the
Templeton monogram stamped on them, the merchant
gave way.
" Thank you," said H'Whizzle. " Podd, I under-
stand from you that you know all about horses!"
Archibald nodded uncertainly. He was not quite
sure that he did, but recollected having taljced a lot
on the subject to his master, as well as to some of the
others present. The circumstance made it difficult for
a man of honour to hang back.
"Very well/' said H'Whizzie. "Take the animal
into the yard, saddle and bridle it, and ride it back
unobserved to Tidatau,"
"What, me, Mr M'WhizzIe?"
"Obey orders/* snapped the Chief of the Secret
Police, apparently glad to adopt again his old tone.
" Yessir."
Archibald, realizing that he bad after all heard
aright, allowed the groom to put saddle and bridle
in his free arm, and disappeared, leading the animal
after him.
The Sikh constable came back and stated the Rajah
of Tidatau still refused to depart, and requested an
immediate interview. Another non-committal reply
was despatched to him, and the company waited in
silence to give Podd and the horse time to get clear
away.
Sounds of stamping, due presumably to an unwilling
horse being saddled, penetrated the ante-rooxn. Maud,
after a while, whispered to Nelly who, nodding, dis-
appeared through the door that led to the yard A